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My Lord Lieutenant 

 

I have pleasure in submitting my report covering the period January 2015 to 

December 2016. 

 

Borough background 

 

Waltham Forest is, even by London norms, a remarkably diverse borough – 

economically, socially and in terms of ethnic and religious identity. In the south and 

centre it shares many of the same challenges and opportunities as its neighbours, 

Hackney and Newham. In the extreme north, bordering Essex and incorporating parts 

of Epping Forest, there are areas of quite striking wealth. Easy rail, bus and 

underground links to the City and Central London and proximity to the M11, M25 

and A12 encourage younger individuals and families to buy or rent property in the 

borough which in many ways is strengthening cohesion, business opportunities and 

voluntary activity while at the same time generating pressure on residential space and 

costs, and on local infrastructure and community facilities. 

 

48% of Waltham Forest’s population are from minority ethnic groups, and of those 

residents born overseas, the five most common countries of origin are Pakistan, 

Poland, Romania, Jamaica and India. The emergence of distinct central and eastern 

European and Turkish groups, as opposed to those from Commonwealth countries 

with roots in the borough going back to the fifties and sixties, is an interesting 

challenge and opportunity for the Lieutenancy and others charged with encouraging 

cohesion and a sense of community, under the Crown, among all Londoners. 

 

That cohesion was challenged in December 2015 by the stabbing incident at 

Leytonstone Station, initially identified as terrorism but later agreed to be the action 

of a psychologically disturbed individual without political or religious support. The 

community “came together” impressively in response to this, despite a rather 

unhelpful media narrative, and while the Lieutenancy was not publicly involved I 

tried to ensure that those who had been particularly active were thanked on behalf of 

London as a whole. 

 

Political background and my relationship with Councillors and other community 

leaders 

 

The Council has a strong Labour majority, a Conservative opposition and a small 

Liberal Democrat group. I enjoy a good relationship with the current Mayor, the 

Leader of the Council, Cllr Chris Robbins, with his successor, Cllr Clare Coghill, who 

takes office in May, and with elected members from all parties especially those who 

have served as Mayor. Political divisions can be as marked within the parties as 

across dividing lines. I see it as critically important to maintain relationships with 



elected councillors whatever their allegiance and whatever their view of the Crown 

and traditional civic institutions.  

 

I work in close and helpful collaboration with officers in Member Services, Public 

Relations and Community Services. 

 

Key themes over the two years reported on have been relationships between different 

ethnic and faith groups, opportunities for young people and community cohesion in 

general.  

 

Royal visits 

 

There has been one Royal visit in the period under review. At the invitation of the 

Council, HRH The Duke of Kent opened the Borough’s new sports and leisure centre 

in November 2016. The visit was jointly planned by the Lieutenancy and the Council 

and went off very successfully, with significant local press coverage. 

 

No other visits are in the diary at the moment. I have though been asked by the Chief 

Executive to enquire if HRH The Prince of Wales might be prepared formally to open 

the “Walthamstow Wetlands” – a significant nature reserve and ecology centre on 

Walthamstow Marshes, in view of HRH’s interest in environmental matters. I am 

managing expectations, but will ask the Office to make enquiries of Clarence House. 

 

Civic Occasions 

 

The main Borough Remembrance Service in both years was well-attended and very 

moving. In November 2016 the number of organisations marching past was a record – 

the line stretching from the Army Reserve through the RBL, Cadet and other youth 

organisations to the recently-established Walthamstow Women’s Institute! 

 

I have attended the Council annual meeting and Mayoral election each year, together 

with various Diamond Jubilee and World War One commemorations, Holocaust 

Memorial Day, Armed Forces Day, civic services and some meetings of Council 

Committees.  

 

I was present when you attended the very moving commemoration of Jack Cornwell 

VC, who was born in Leyton. 

 

The current Mayor has expressed a wish to preside at Citizenship Ceremonies 

himself. I have taken over from him on five occasions when he has been engaged 

elsewhere. If his successor wishes to spread the burden more evenly I will happily do 

more. 

 

Other events 

 

Either in my own right or in company with the Mayor I have taken part in visits to 

youth organisations and other groups. 

 

 

 



National honours and Royal Garden Parties 

 

Volunteering and community engagement is strong in Waltham Forest – via the local 

branches of national organisations (Scouting and St John Ambulance being particular 

examples) via faith groups and smaller local initiatives. Volunteering is a key binding 

force in the Borough, and does much to overcome barriers (actual or perceived) 

between ethnic groups. 

 

The Lieutenancy plays a role in validating nominations for national honours and in 

putting forward names for Garden Party invitations (I am grateful to my fellow-DL 

and Waltham Forest resident Mrs Bushra Nasir for her advice and help in this) – but 

inevitably much volunteer effort is “below the radar”. I have discussed the idea of 

establishing a consultative group to advise on nominations for awards or other 

recognition, but have concluded that the difficulties in maintaining confidentiality in 

Waltham Forest make other, less formal routes the correct approach. 

 

We did not generate nominations for the Queens Award for Voluntary Service last 

year. That will be rectified in 2017. 

 

Youth 

 

I have already mentioned the range of voluntary youth activity across the Borough. It 

is humbling to see the dedication of adult volunteers, the time they commit and their 

willingness to deal in some cases with challenging young people from troubled 

backgrounds. 

 

The major issues confronting youth activity are the need for separate and expensive 

CRB clearance for adult volunteers (I am aware of several individuals who have four 

or more such clearances) the cost and availability of premises and of course sourcing 

funds. I have pointed organisations to the plethora of grants and other funding 

initiatives available at a local, London or national level but the reply, often and 

understandably, is that researching and obtaining them takes time which leaders 

cannot always make available.  

 

The same can be applied to YOU: the concept of encouraging collaboration and the 

sharing of resources between uniformed youth organisations is seen as a desirable 

one, but the reality is that further meetings and planning sessions are not a welcome 

addition to leaders’ diaries. A small consultative session, jointly hosted by the Mayor 

and I, pointed to the need for an event specifically targeted at bringing the various 

organisations together to meet and compete. I am therefore planning a first aid 

competition in the late summer, hosted (at no cost) on Council premises, possibly a 

commercial sponsor providing catering, and with St John Ambulance and the Army 

Reserve providing instructors and judges. First aid is mentioned by all the relevant 

organisations as the key “transferable skill” for young people entering the world of 

higher education and paid work. 

 

This will, if successful, demonstrate the benefits of closer collaboration but one must 

go with the grain of the Borough and I continue to believe that a strong and coherent 

YOU framework is not what the relevant organisations in Waltham Forest actually 

want. 



 

There has been strong interest, across youth groups and in schools, in apprenticeships. 

The discussions at the Rep DL’s study day were of great interest, and I am 

investigating whether the Lieutenancy might be able to assist in bringing those 

interested in modern apprenticeships, particularly if they are to be offered by the 

specialist craft companies involved in the restoration of Buckingham Palace, the 

Palace of Westminster and other parts of London’s heritage. 

 

Faith 

 

I have remained a member of the Borough’s Inter-Faith Council, and have made it 

clear that the practice of religion is critically important to the unity of the nation under 

the Crown. I have attended various installations, licensing and other events (generally 

but not exclusively Anglican) when invited. 

 

Conclusion 

 

I continue to enjoy the challenges of representing you in Waltham Forest and in 

encouraging co-operation, collaboration and cohesion between all elements of the 

community, under the Crown, in this fascinating and diverse borough. 

~ 

 


